Ingegni Minuti is full of similar interesting observations, which may help explain many aspects of the status of science today in Italy and also emphasise the role of scientists in the unification of the country. A major point is the historic separation between research and industry. Until now the contribution of industry in supporting science both politically and economically falls well below that of other developed countries. The book also reveals that an 'Italian' scientific community was present and operating well before political unification (1860). Scientists from different parts of the country were in continuous contact and, very early (from the 16th century), already communicated with each other in Italian or rather in Tuscan, which was then the most widespread 'vulgar' language. Finally, and peculiar to today's Italian academy, the authors report that the interuniversity mobility in the 16th and 17th century was proportionally much higher than nowadays.
Two more aspects of this book deserve mention. When speaking of the Italian contribution to scientific development, Russo and Santoni by no means restrict their history to Italianborn scientists. Instead they emphasise the contribution of foreigners to the Italian scientific milieu in the past. Just to mention a few, the famous anatomist Andrea Vesalio was born in Flanders and, after studying in Louvain and Paris, became professor of Medicine at the University of Padua. Another example is that of the Danish scientist and priest Niels Stensen better known as Niccolò Stenone, whose studies on fossils in Tuscany opened the new fields of geology and palaeontology.
In contrast, the work of Italians outside the borders of the country is not considered here; for example, the accomplishments of the mathematician Giuseppe Ludovico Lagrangia, born and educated in Turin and universally known as JosephLouis Lagrange, and those of the physicist Enrico Fermi, after his enforced emigration from Italy.
A thorough bibliography is given at the end of the book, together with an analytical index of names. However, the lack of a general and of a subject index makes it sometimes difficult to navigate and find the information needed.
In conclusion, Ingegni Minuti is a highly recommended reference work for anyone interested in the development of science, in which Italy has historically made such a major contribution. This outstanding contribution is partly because of particular geographic location of the country and to its ability to take advantage of the scientific contents of ancient Greek manuscripts, first collected and translated in Italy by Greek refugees mainly after the fall of Byzantium. Thus, the flow of scientific achievements was brought to the modern era through a further channel besides the well-known role of Arab scholars, as already discussed by Lucio Russo in a previous book 'The forgotten revolution', which in 2004 deserved a comment in the Nature.
